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Period for 2^"" C °" Cat, ° n apP « "* on th * coversh «* *» correspondence ahress - 

Th^MAIL^N^DATE O^H^S COMMUNICA'nON'"^' EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended periodT^^^ (6) mai ' in9 da,e of ,his —ication. 

- Any reply rece ved by the Office later than thr^ mnnth^ JZ #k Ia ." te ' ^use the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S C § 133} 
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Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim® is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) H Claim(s) 3^6 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
1 0)Q The drawing® filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 9 
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Application/Control Number: 09/698,23 1 
Art Unit: 2871 

Election/Restrictions 
1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 3-10, 15-16 drawn to the spacer, classified in class 349, subclass 155. 

II. Claims 1 1-12, drawn to the frame, classified in class 349, subclass 58. 

III. Claims 13-14, drawn to the lamp holder, classified in class 349, subclass 62. 
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: reasons: 



in a 



The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following i 
2. Inventions I, II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together ir 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention II or m has separate utility such as it can be used 
in other display devices other than the liquid crystal display device. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 



3 . Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 



4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II or in, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 



5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement is traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 
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Art Unit: 2871 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 



Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan Ton whose telephone number is (703) 305-3489. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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